
                     Winter 2014 

Educational Talent Search (ETS) is a FREE program that helps students pre-

pare for and acquire a college education. All students who attend one of the 

Waterloo Community School District’s middle or high school (Bunger, Cen-

tral, Hoover, George Washington Carver Academy, East, Expo or West) are 

eligible to apply. 

 

Services offered through the Educational Talent Search Program:  

Study Skills Workshops 

High School Course Selection 

Completion of Admissions Applications and waiver of application fees 

ACT/SAT Prep 

ACT/SAT fee waivers 

Assistance with Applying for Financial Aid 

College Tours and Cultural Fieldtrips 

Career Planning 

Career Exploration/Job Shadowing 

GED Information 

Tutoring 

Secondary School Reentry 

Scholarship Searches 

Financial and Economic Literacy 
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     A large group of students and parents 

crowded into a room on May 27,2014 at the 

University of Northern Iowa Center for Ur-

ban Education (UNI-CUE). They were at the 

UNI-CUE to attend an orientation meeting to 

get information about the upcoming ETS 

Summer Academy. By the end of the meet-

ing, 43 middle and high school students were 

enrolled in the summer program, which was 

scheduled to kick off on June 16th . 

The Summer Academy is four-week program 

that provides program participants with 

courses in art, reading, writing, and Spanish. 

During the 2014 Academy, in addition to 

academic classes and activities, 'students 

went on a number of field trips. Students visited the UNI campus in Cedar Falls each week to 

participate in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) classes. During these 

classes, which were held at the Center for Energy and Environment Education, students built 

solar cars and wind turbines. On another field trip to UNI, students participated in a treasure 

hunt at Rod Library. Lunch during the field trips were taken at UNl's Dining Center, at Pizza 

Hut, and at McDonalds. During the final field trip, which was taken at the end of the summer 

program, students visited the National Mississippi River Museum in Dubuque, Iowa. 
 

As the Academy was nearing the end, some students commented on the program. Aryn Moon 

said, "I like the program, and I met a lot of new people." LaMyia Holmes agreed: "I enjoyed 

the program because it taught me a lot about thinking about my future." Kelondis Johnson 

commented that he "would not change anything about the program. I especially enjoyed the 

field trips." And Justice Fox said, "I really like the writing class because I've got to do a lot of 

writing." Cliff Coney, ETS Site Supervisor, said, "I think we will have some repeat students 

next year."  

November 

18 Job Shadowing, City of Waterloo    

 6th–8th Grades  Bunger 

20 Allen College Tour 

 9th–12th Grades  West 

December  

4 Allen College Tour 

 6th-8th Grades  Central 

9 Job Shadowing at UNI 

 8th Grade  Carver 

11 Allen College Tour 

 6th–8th Grades  Bunger 

18 Kirkwood Community College Tour  

 9th-12th Grades  East. Expo & West  

January 

17 ETS/ICAN Financial Aid Workshop 

 9th-12th Grades   

March 

11 ETS/ICAN College Planning Workshop 

 9th-12th Grades  

April 

6 Gallagher Bluedorn “To Kill a Mocking-

bird” 

 9th-12th Grades   

8 ETS/ICAN College Planning 

 9th-12th Grades 

16 Gallagher Bluedorn “Freedom Bound” 

 6th-9th Grades   

18 ETS/ICAN Financial Aid Workshop 

 9th-12th Grades 

 

Every Tuesday and Thursday there are tutoring 

sessions for High School students. For East 

High School they are in room 310 from 2:45-

4:35 pm, for West High School they are in room  

110 from 2:45-4:35 pm, and they are also held 

at UNI-CUE from 5:00-7:50 pm.  

 

There are also ACT/SAT Prep Sessions that are 

held at UNI-CUE every Monday and Tuesday 

from 4:30-6:00 pm and Thursday from 4:00-

5:30 pm and from 5:30-7:00 pm. Registration is 

limited to seven students per session. To enroll 

in one of these Prep Sessions, call Gloria Gallo-

way at 319-433-1225. 
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Iowa Scholarship Resources 

 Iowa College Access Network – www.ICANsucceed.org  

 Iowa College Aid Commission - www.iowacollegeaid.gov  

 I Have A Plan Iowa :  www.ihaveaplaniowa.gov  

 I Have a Plan Iowa Scholarship Finder:   

 https://secure.ihaveaplaniowa.gov/Financial_Aid_Planning/

Scholarships/Scholarships.aspx 

 

National Scholarship Resources 

www.finaid.org 

www.fastweb.com 

www.scholarships.com 

www.schoolsoup.com 

www.uncf.org (United Negro College Fund) 

www.hsf.net (Hispanic Scholarship Fund) 

 

See your Talent Search Counselor today to 

apply! 

 Tony Stevens, Program Director 
       Assigned School: 
 George Washington Carver Academy 
 Ruthie Stigler, Program Secretary 
 Cliff Coney, Senior Counselor 
        Assigned Schools: 
 Bunger Middle 
 East High 11th-12th 
 Lori Dale, Recruiter Advisor 
       Assigned Schools: 
 East High 9th-10th 
 West High 9th-10th 

 Melissa Tate, Recruiter Advisor 
       Assigned Schools: 
 West High 11th-12th 
 Hoover Middle 
 Monica Bass, Recruiter Advisor 
       Assigned Schools: 
 Central Middle 
 Expo High 

Questions to Ask on a Campus Visit 
 

What activities and services are available to help stu-

dents get settled (academically and socially) during 

their first year? 

How big are the classes? 

(Ask students) How easy is it to meet with faculty? 

(Ask students) Are you able to register for the classes 

you want? 

What is the total cost of attending the college? 

What types of financial aid does the college offer and 

how do I apply? 

Are all freshmen assigned to an academic advisor? 

Where do most freshmen live? 

What activities are available for students? 

Who teaches the courses for first-year students? 

How successful are the college's graduates in finding 

jobs? 

What services (such as transportation and shopping) are 

available locally? 

What is there to do on weekends? Do most students stay 

or leave campus on weekends? 

 

After the visit reflect on your impressions 

1. Were the people you met friendly? Did they answer 

your questions fully and candidly?  

2. What do you think of the quality of instruction and the 

academic atmosphere?  

3. Were the students the kind of people you'd like to get 

to know?  

4. Did you like the social atmosphere?  

5. Would you like to spend more time there? 

If your student has not turned in a 2014-2015 Records 

Release Form, please contact an ETS counselor at their 

school, call our office at 433-1240 and we will mail one 

to  you, or go to our website (www.uni.edu/eop/

educational-talent-search/program-forms) and then 

mail the completed form to 800 Sycamore St., Water-

loo, IA 50701, or fax it to us at 433-0660. 

http://www.icansucceed.org/
http://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/
http://www.ihaveaplaniowa.gov/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.uncf.org/
http://www.hsf.net/
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CONSIDER THESE CAREERS IN DIAGNOSTIC HEALTH CARE 

Did you know not all careers in health care require four years or more to complete. There are a number of careers that re-

quire three years or less of educational training. Here are some of these areas under diagnostic services and a brief descrip-

tion of them. 

CYTOTECHNOLOGIST- cytotechnologists (CT) are laboratory specialists responsible for examining human cell samples under the mi-

croscope for the early stages of cancer and other diseases. 

ELECTROCARDIOGRAPH TECHNICIAN - (ECG) The ECG Technician operates an electrocardiograph, an instrument that helps diag-

nose heart disease by monitoring the actions of the patient’s heart muscle. 

HISTOTECHNICIAN – Working closely with the pathologist, the histotechnician processes the tissue biopsies removed during surgery. 

The tissue is cut into very thin slices, mounted on slides and stained with special dyes to make cells details visible under the microscope. 

MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNICIAN (MLT) – Working under the supervision of a Medical Technologist, a Medical Laboratory 

Technician (MLT) performs routine tests in all areas of the clinical laboratory. They search for basic clues to the absence, presence, extent, 

and causes of diseases.   

RADIOGRAPHER (RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGISTS) - individuals who operate radiographic equipment are called radiologic technol-

ogists or radiographers. They assist radiologists (physicians specializing in the interpretation of radiographs) in using ionizing radiation for 

diagnosis and treatment of disease. 

For information about job shadowing opportunities contact your Talent Search Advisor or Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare Hu-

man Resources at 319-272-7322. For information about the School of Radiology contact Kris Messner at 319-272-7126.      



Page   4 

Mail/Walk-in:  

University of Northern Iowa Cen-
ter for Urban Education (UNI-CUE) 

800 Sycamore St. 
Waterloo, IA 50703 
 

Call: 
319-433-1240  

 One of the first things I think young people, especially nowadays, 

should learn is how to see for yourself and listen for yourself and think for 

yourself. Then you can come to an intelligent decision for yourself. If you 

form the habit of going by what you hear others say about someone, or 

going by what others think about someone, instead of searching that thing 

out for yourself and seeing for yourself, you will be walking west when 

you think you're going east, and you will be walking east when you think 

you're going west. 

 This generation, especially of our people, has a burden, more so 

than any other time in history. The most important thing that we can learn 

to do today is to think for ourselves.        

~ Malcolm X  1964 ~ 

Concurrent Courses/Post-Secondary Education Option (PSEO) 

Juniors, seniors and students taking advanced courses can earn college credits for free in several ways while still in High School! It’s 

possible for students to earn enough college credits that they could graduate from college in just three years! 

 

Here are a couple options: 

1. Concurrent Enrollment: A concurrent course is a college credit course offered by Hawkeye at East or West, a Hawkeye outreach 

center or sometimes on the HCC campus. In order to take a concurrent course, you must meet the following requirements: 

A. Demonstrate proficiency in three academic areas: reading, math and science. This is primarily determined by the Iowa 

Assessment. 

B. Meet Hawkeye’s course requirements for any course requiring prerequisites or placement scores. 

2. OR PSEO (Post-Secondary Education Option): This program allows eligible high school students to expand their academic 

course offerings by taking college level courses at a number of surrounding colleges. Not all courses will be available at the high 

schools. The district will pay for the cost of tuition, textbooks, materials and fees. However, if you do not pass a course you or 

your family are responsible for all tuition and fees ($250). In order to take these courses you must meet the college’s entrance 

requirements for any course requiring prerequisites or placement scores, as well as: 

A. These courses are open to 11th and 12th grade students who have not met high school graduation requirements yet and 

9th and 10th grade students who have been identified as talented or gifted through our district. 

B. You must be completed by May 15 for the fall semester and/or November 30 for the spring semester. 

C. You may take up to 23 credits per academic year (Fall and Spring semesters). HCC has a maximum of 11 credits per 

semester. 

 

For More information contact your school counselor. 

EARN COLLEGE CREDIT WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL FOR FREE! 

Methods of Saving for College 

Many college savings plans are available. Iowa residents most commonly use the College Savings Iowa 529 Plan which is named for 

the section of IRS code that defines it, a 529 plan offers tax-free growth and the potential for state tax deductions. Visit 

www.collegesavingsiowa.com for more information. 

 Anyone can participate in College Savings Iowa and invest on behalf of a beneficiary. No residency restrictions apply. More 

than one person can contribute for the same beneficiary, and one person can contribute for more than one beneficiary.  

 Participants pay no enrollment fees, and no income restrictions apply. A small asset-based management fee is charged. 

 The minimum contribution is $25. Contributions can be made electronically or by check. Additional contributions can be as low 

as $15 when investing through a payroll deduction plan. 

 Withdrawals used to pay for qualified higher education expenses are not taxed by the federal government. 

 Account assets can be used to pay for qualified higher education expenses at any eligible 

educational institution in the United States or abroad. 


